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FEDERATION OF INDIAN PLYWOOD
AND PANEL INDUSTRY

on Receiving
PADMA SHRI AWARD

SHRI SAJJAN BHAJANKA

CHAIRMAN, CENTURY PLYBOARDS (INDIA) LTD.

Itisagreathonourto Federation of Indian Plywood & Panel Industry (FIPPI)
that our President from 2004-2024 and now Chief Patron has been
conferred the prestigious Padma Shri award for his tireless, invaluable and
immense contribution for the benefit of the Plywood & Panel Industry in
hislong tenure as President FIPPI.



FELICITATION

A Visionary Leader and Industrial Pioneer
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industrial transformation, innovation, and social

progress. His journey from humble beginnings to
becoming a trailblazer in India’s plywood and cement
industries is a testament to resilience, foresight, and
an unwavering commitment to nation-building. His
contributions extend beyond business, fostering
economic growth, employment generation, and
sustainable industrial practices.

Sajjan Bhajanka is a name synonymous with

Industrial Leadership & Entrepreneurial
Journey

Starting with a modest veneer production unit in Tinsukia,
Assam, Sajjan Bhajanka’s entrepreneurial acumen led to
the co-founding of Century Plyboards (India) Ltd. in 1986.
Under his leadership, CenturyPly has become India’s top
manufacturer of plywood, MDF, laminates, and particle
boards, with eight state-of-the-art manufacturing facilities
and an ambitious turnover target of ¥12,000 crore by 2031.
His commitment to quality, innovation, and sustainable

practices has positioned CenturyPly as an industry leader.

Expanding his industrial footprint, he co-founded Shyam
Century FerrousLtd.and played acrucialrolein establishing
Star Cement Ltd. in 2000, now a leading cement
manufacturer in Northeast India. Under his stewardship,
Star Cement is set to double its production capacity
beyond the region. His ventures in shipping, logistics,
and lighting industries further cement his reputation as a
multifaceted business leader. Collectively, his enterprises
have generated employment for over 20,000 individuals,
directly and indirectly benefiting thousands more.

As President of the Federation of Indian

Plywood & Panel Industry (FIPPI) from
2004 to 2024

In the last nearly two decade many initiatives taken by
Mr. Sajjan Bhajanka, as President, FIPPI in promoting the
use of agroforestry and trees outside forests (TOFs) to
ensure raw material sustainability, significantly impacted
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the industry by restricting raw material extraction from
natural forests. As a Indian Plywood Industry Research and
training Institute (IPIRTI) board members and Chairman of
the IPIRTI Research Advisory Committee several steps were
suggested by him to enhance productivity, reduce waste,
and improve the quality of wood-based products. The
President FIPPI worked closely with various government
bodies, including the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) and the Department of
Industry, to address policy concerns. During the period
FIPPI played a vital role in aligning Indian plywood & panel
products BIS standards with international benchmarks,
facilitating global competitiveness. FIPPI focuses on
promoting TOFs, engaging in public-private partnerships,
and enhancing the skills and capacity of industry workers.
The organization also champions eco-certifications and
the use of alternative materials like medium-density
fibre board (MDF) and particle board to reduce pressure
on forests. He has been instrumental in policy advocacy,
promoting sustainable resource management, and
fostering technological innovation in the sector. The
federation continues to represent the collective interests
of the plywood and panel industries, ensuring their
alignment with national and global environmental goals.
His collaborative efforts with the government helped align
BIS standards with international benchmarks, ensuring
global competitiveness.

Contributions to Education and Social
Welfare

Beyond business, Sajjan Bhajanka has made remarkable
contributions to education and social welfare. As a co-
promoter of the Kalyan Bharati Trust, he played a pivotal
role in establishing prestigious institutions like The
Heritage School, Heritage Institute of Technology, Heritage
Business School, and Heritage Law College in Kolkata. His
dedication to education also led to his association with
the Friends of Tribals Society (FTS), where as All-India
President (2009-2015), he expanded the One-Teacher
School initiative from 23,000 to 47,000 schools, providing
basic education to underprivileged tribal children.

His involvement in healthcare is equally commendable.
As President of the Marwari Relief Society (2000-2015)
and its President-Emeritus, he played a crucial role in
improving healthcare services in Kolkata. He also serves as
Chairman, Board of Governors of NITTTR, Kolkata, and has
been actively involved with institutions such as National
Institute of Technology (NIT), Meghalaya.

Environmental and Policy Advocacy

Recognizing the need for sustainable resource
management, Sajjan Bhajanka championed the
promotion of agroforestry and Trees Outside Forests
(TOFs) to ensure raw material sustainability in the plywood
industry. As an IPIRTI Board Member and Chairman of the
IPIRTI Research Advisory Committee, he advocated for
productivity enhancements, waste reduction, and quality
improvements in wood-based products.

Under hisleadership, FIPPI collaborated with the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) and
the Department of Industry to shape policies that balance
industrial growth with environmental conservation. His
push for eco-certifications and the adoption of alternative
materials like MDF and particle boards has significantly
reduced pressure on natural forests.

Honors and Recognition

Shri Sajjan Bhajanka’s exceptional contributions have
been widely recognized. Among his many accolades are:

«  Life-Time Achievement Award in Social Welfare (2003)
«  Rotary Pride of Industry Award (2009-2010)

«  Haryana Udyogpati Ratna Award (2012)

- Best CEO Award by Business Today (2023)

« Honorary D.Litt. from Assam Down Town University
(2018) and Royal Global University (2022)

His crowning achievement came in 2025, when he
was conferred the prestigious Padma Shri Award for
his outstanding contributions to India’s plywood and
panel industry. This national recognition underscores his
relentless pursuit of excellence and service to the nation.

Legacy and Philosophy

Despite his vast responsibilities, Sajjan Bhajanka remains
deeply connected to his family. He credits his success to
the unwavering support of his wife, Smt. Santosh Bhajanka,
and cherishes time with his children and grandchildren.
He believes in instilling values of integrity, hard work,
humility, and compassion in the next generation.

His guiding principle, ‘Sarvada Sarvottam’ (The Best -
Always), is not just a motto but a way of life. Through
his relentless dedication to industry, education, and
philanthropy, Shri Sajjan Bhajanka continues to inspire
generations, proving that with vision and determination,
the sky is the limit.4
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QUALITY & STANDARDS il

Transforming India’s Wood-Based Panel Industry:
The Impact of QCO0 2025 on Quality, Safety, and Global
Competitiveness

regulatory framework under which
QCOs now apply to over 750 product
categories, ensuring adherence to
stringent quality benchmarks across
industries. It aims to strengthen
domestic manufacturing, enhance
consumer safety, and establish India
as a global hub for high-quality
standardized products.

'H"F, m ! This initiative is part of a broader
'

With the plywood sector growing
at a Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 6.74% and MDF &
Particle Board projected to expand
at an impressive 15-20% CAGR in
the coming vyears, the Federation
of Indian Plywood and Panel
Industry (FIPPI) has played a pivotal
role in facilitating smooth QCO
implementation. Collaborating with
industry associations across states,
FIPPI has ensured stakeholders are
well-prepared for compliance.

Previously, the absence of mandatory
certification led to substandard
materials and manufacturing

practices, reducing product
Rajesh Mittal, President, Federation of Indian Plywood & Panel lifespan and necessitating frequent
Industry (FIPPI) replacements. The DPIIT and the

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) have
now addressed these concerns by
enforcing the QCO 2024 for Wood-

Based Boards, Plywood for General
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) first  pyrposes, Block Boards, MDF, Particle

Introduction

issued a notification in 2023 to implement the Quality Control Order  Boards, and Wooden Flush Door

(QCO) for plywood and panel products, aligning with the Prime Minister's  Shutters. Effective from February
“Make in India”vision of zero defects, zero effect, and adherence to international 2025, all manufacturers must obtain
standards. Acknowledging industry concerns and the need for preparedness,  B|S certification, ensuring their
DPIIT granted a one-year extension before mandating compliance. In 2024,  products meet Indian Standards
it reaffirmed QCO implementation with definitive enforcement dates set for  3nd bear the Standard Mark for
February 11 and February 28, 2025, covering different categories of plywood,  quality assurance. BIS will oversee
Medium-Density Fibreboard (MDF), and Particle Board. certification and enforcement, with
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